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Sydney, Australia: The Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA) is delighted to unveil details of an exciting 
new environmentally-themed exhibition, In the Balance: Art for a Changing World. Running from Saturday 
21 August until Sunday 31 October 2010, this ambitious exhibition comprises more than one hundred 
works by 30 artists and artist collectives which respond to contemporary ecological issues in Australia 
and beyond. 

In the Balance presents a number of site-specific and newly commissioned works, as well as performance 
works created especially for the exhibition. Some artists work within the Museum’s galleries, whilst 
others present their works through internet and blog projects, and across Sydney’s parks and gardens. 
The exhibition encompasses photography, film and installation and draws upon the MCA’s Collection as 
well as loans from within Australia and abroad. The diverse selection of artists and artworks featured 
reflects on the vast complexity of environmental debates today.

Key exhibition themes include a focus on Tasmania and the history of environmental activism from 
the 1970s in relation to logging and damming; Australian waterways including the Murray Darling, and 
Indigenous life on the Murray as reflected by artists working along the river from Queensland through to 
South Australia; the impact of mining (oil, gas, uranium) on the land and as a catalyst for environmental 
catastrophe; and issues of sustainability and recycling, and the role of plants in a changing ecosystem. 

“This is the first major exhibition and publication devoted to the subject of Australia’s contemporary 
environment debate in a major Australian art gallery,” says MCA Senior Curator, Rachel Kent. “There 
have been a number of significant exhibitions within Australia and abroad that address environmental 
themes. However, none have tackled so many nationally-important issues at one time on this scale. We 
hope that by bringing together many different artists and practices for In the Balance, a new critical 
understanding of these national, state and local issues will be raised.” 
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